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PARTHENIUM AWARENESS PROGRAMME  

 

Objective: 

The objective of organising the Parthenium Awareness Programme was to create 

awareness among students, farmers and the wider community about the harmful effects 

of Parthenium weed (Parthenium hysterophorus) and the importance of its effective 

prevention, control and management. The programme aimed to sensitise participants to 

the identification and harmful impacts of the weed on agricultural productivity, livestock, 

biodiversity and human health, while promoting the importance of maintaining a weed-

free agricultural environment. 

Description: 

The programme also highlighted the need for collective efforts by students, farmers, 

educational institutions and the wider community for effective management of 

Parthenium and for maintaining a weed-free agricultural environment. 

The participants further explained that Parthenium adversely affects agricultural crops by 

stunting plant growth, reducing seed germination and causing overall yield losses, which 

may be as high as 40%. The awareness programme emphasised the importance of timely 

prevention, control and management of Parthenium weed to protect human health, 

livestock, crops and agricultural ecosystems. 



The students explained to farmers that exposure to Parthenium can cause dermatitis and 

respiratory problems in humans. They also highlighted its harmful effects on livestock, 

including adverse effects on productivity and reduction in milk quality in cattle. 

NSS volunteers and students actively participated in the programme and interacted with 

farmers in the villages. The students explained the identification, harmful effects and 

management of Parthenium hysterophorus, a toxic invasive weed that poses serious risks 

to human health, livestock, agricultural productivity and the environment. 

As part of the National Service Scheme (NSS) activities of KL College of Agriculture, 

KL University, a Parthenium Awareness Programme was organised on 22 August 2026 

in Gudimeda village, Kopparru village and Kaza village of Guntur district. The 

programme was conducted as an initiative of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) under the 21st National Parthenium Awareness Week. 

NSS volunteers, students and faculty members actively participated in the programme. 

The participants were sensitised to the identification, harmful effects and management of 

Parthenium hysterophorus, a major invasive weed affecting agricultural productivity, 

livestock, biodiversity and human health. 

The programme emphasised the prevention, control and management of Parthenium 

weed and highlighted the need for collective efforts from students, farmers, educational 

institutions and the community to effectively manage the weed and protect agricultural 

ecosystems. 

Outcome: 

The Parthenium Awareness Programme enhanced awareness among students, NSS 

volunteers and faculty members regarding the identification, harmful effects and 

management of Parthenium hysterophorus. The programme also promoted understanding 

of preventive and control measures and the importance of maintaining a weed-free 

agricultural environment. 

Impact on Society: 

The programme contributed to greater awareness of the adverse effects of Parthenium 

weed on agriculture, livestock, biodiversity and human health. It encouraged students and 

the community to recognise the need for timely prevention and management of the 

invasive weed. The initiative also reinforced the importance of collective community 

participation in protecting agricultural ecosystems and promoting a healthier 

environment. 

 



Details of the Event: 

Name of the Event: Parthenium Awareness Programme 

Place of the Event: Gudimeda, Kopparru and Kaza villages in  Guntur district 
Date of the Event: 22.08.2026 
Organised Under: National Service Scheme (NSS) 
Theme / Occasion: 21st National Parthenium Awareness Week – ICAR 
Participants: NSS volunteers, students and faculty members 
No. of Participants: 453 

No. of Beneficiaries: Farmers and community members in the participating villages 
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