
COMMUNITY DIGITAL LIBRARY
A Case Study

Problem
In today's digital age, access to technology is often taken for granted in many parts of the world. However, there
remains a significant portion of the population, particularly in remote villages and underserved communities, who lack
access to essential digital resources and infrastructure. This digital divide not only hampers economic development
but also has far reaching impacts on education, healthcare, and overall quality of life for people living in these areas.

How It Started
After setting up the FreedomBox in the
villages. We noticed that the people are
connecting to the outside world showing
their problems but still the digital access is
not there as few people are preparing for
exams which require knowledge about
how to use computers. It is hard to learn
just by learning theoretically so addressing
this problem we thought of setting up a
community digital library which will be run
by the villagers and anyone can use the
resources . After interacting with the
villagers ,surveys and permissions we
decided to setup the community digital
library in a girls school in Vetukuru. We got
to add the computer course in the school
curriculum.

How it went 
After setting up the community digital library , A
curriculum is designed for students based on their
classes and students got to learn them practically
and after the school hours villagers actively
participated in learning different things. Some of them
are preparing for entrance exams and seeking to
acquire new skills, prepare for entrance exams, or
access information on relevant topics such as
agriculture and government schemes, learning how
to use computer and more. The dedicated tutor from
there village teaches them and people from different
age groups are really interested in learning and
exploring about different things. Now in other places
the community digital library is going to setup

One of the most pressing problems associated with the lack of digital access in remote villages is its impact on
education. Without access to the internet and digital learning resources, students in these areas are at a significant
disadvantage compared to their counterparts in more urban and connected areas. They may lack access to online
educational materials, interactive learning platforms, and digital tools that are increasingly essential for 21st century
learning. As a result, students in remote villages may struggle to keep up with their peers, perpetuating cycles of
poverty and inequality.



 Contribution from KL Students 

Students from KL enthusiastically engaged with
villagers and contributed in  designing the
syllabus. Their active participation not only
facilitated meaningful interactions but also
played a pivotal role in shaping the curriculum.
Additionally students assisted the dedicated
tutor in teaching tools and technologies.

How much impact created 
The community digital library has made a
significant impact since its establishment,
touching the lives of people in our village in
meaningful ways.Firstly, it has made education
and information more accessible to everyone. By
offering free access to a wide range of resources
like e-books, online courses, and educational
tools, the library has made learning easier for
people of all ages and backgrounds.From young
students exploring new tools to adults learning
about government schemes, how to prepare for
exams, accessing educational resources and
more. By providing access to information on
topics like agriculture and business, it has helped
people improve their livelihoods

On the News and Blogs

 https://www.swechaap.org/blog/why-
better-networks-infra-alone-may-not-
help-bridging-digital-divide/


