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Objective: 
                      The objective of the Awareness on Harmful Effects of Plastic on Soil and 

Crops program is to educate farmers and communities about how plastic waste 

damages soil health, reduces fertility, and affects crop growth. It aims to create 

awareness about the environmental and agricultural risks caused by improper plastic 

disposal. The program also encourages the reduction of plastic use and promotes 

eco-friendly alternatives for sustainable farming. Overall, it supports soil 

conservation, healthy crop production, and environmental protection. 

Description: 
                   As per the directions of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 

Government of India, National Service Scheme (NSS), and in accordance with the 

guidelines of the Regional Directorate, Hyderabad and Andhra Pradesh State NSS, the 

NSS Unit-12 of the College of Agriculture, KL University organized an awareness 

program on “Harmful Effects of Plastic on Soil and Crops” for farmers on Thursday, 

2nd April 2026, in Pedavadlapudi village. Dean of Student Affairs, Dr. K.R.S. Prasad, 

stated that the program was conducted to educate farmers about the damaging 

effects of plastic waste on soil health and agricultural productivity. 

               Director of the College of Agriculture, Dr. P. Ratna Prasad, explained 

that careless disposal of plastic waste such as plastic covers, bottles, drip irrigation 

fragments, and chemical bags in agricultural fields gradually damages soil quality. He 

emphasized that plastic remains in the soil for many years without decomposing, 

blocks water movement, reduces air circulation, and negatively affects soil fertility. 

               Head of the College of Agriculture Department, Dr. Balakrishna, 

informed farmers that plastic fragments harm beneficial soil organisms, insects, and 

earthworms, reducing the natural fertility of the land. He also stated that this can 

lower seed germination rates, slow root development, and negatively impact crop 

growth. Additionally, toxic chemicals from certain plastics may mix with the soil and 

reduce crop quality. NSS Programme Coordinator, Dr. P. Srikant Reddy, warned that 

burning plastic waste in fields is even more dangerous, as it increases air pollution 

and harms farmers’ health. He advised farmers to separately collect plastic waste 

and ensure proper recycling and disposal methods. 

              NSS Programme Officer, Dr. Vineela, encouraged farmers to adopt 

eco-friendly alternatives such as jute bags, cloth bags, and organic materials instead 

of plastic. She emphasized that keeping agricultural fields plastic-free can improve 

soil fertility, crop quality, and long-term agricultural productivity. The program was 

successfully coordinated by NSS Field Coordinator Mr. P. Suresh. The volunteers 

were appreciated by University Vice-Chancellor Dr. G. Parthasarathi Varma, Pro Vice-

Chancellors Dr. A.V.S. Prasad, Dr. N. Venkataram, and Dr. K. Rajashekhara Rao, along 



with Dean Advisors Dr. Habibullah Khan, Registrar Dr. K. Subbarao, Principal Dr. V. 

Rajesh, Advisor Dr. Habibullah Khan, Associate Dean Dr. Shanta Sri, and other 

dignitaries. 
 

Outcome: 
               The outcome of the program was positive as farmers gained important 

awareness about the harmful effects of plastic waste on soil health, crop quality, and 

the environment. They learned the importance of proper plastic waste management, 

recycling, and adopting eco-friendly alternatives. The initiative encouraged farmers 

to maintain plastic-free fields for better soil fertility and sustainable agriculture. 

Overall, the program promoted healthier farming practices and long-term 

environmental protection. 

Impact on Society: 

       The program has a positive impact on society by promoting 

environmental awareness, sustainable farming, and responsible waste management. 

It helps protect soil fertility, improve crop quality, and reduce pollution caused by 

plastic waste. The initiative also encourages communities to adopt eco-friendly 

practices for healthier agriculture and safer surroundings. Overall, it contributes to 

building a cleaner environment and a more sustainable agricultural society. 

 

Details of the Event: 

Name of the Event : Awareness on Harmful Effects of Plastic on Soil and Crops 

Place of the Event : Pedavadlapudi 

Date of the event : 02-04-2026 

No. of Hours  : 10:00 am to 01:00 pm 

No. of Participants :  Students: 96, Faculty: 02 

No. of Beneficiary’s : 185 
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