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Objective: 
                       The objective of the programme is to educate farmers about the 

harmful effects of Parthenium weed on crops, soil health, livestock, and human 

health. It aims to create awareness about the identification, safe removal, disposal, 

and effective management of Parthenium weed. The programme encourages 

farmers to adopt suitable preventive and control measures to reduce its spread and 

protect agricultural productivity. Overall, it seeks to promote healthier farmland, 

sustainable agricultural practices, and a safer environment for farming communities. 

Description: 
               As per the directions of the National Service Scheme (NSS) under the 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, and in accordance with 

the guidelines of the Regional Directorate of NSS, Hyderabad, and the Andhra 

Pradesh State NSS, KL University NSS and the College of Agriculture organized an 

Awareness Programme on the Harmful Effects of Parthenium Weed among Farmers 

as part of the Social Responsibility and Community Service Programme on Saturday, 

22 August 2026, at Gundimeda Village, Tadepalli Mandal, Guntur District. 

           University College of Agriculture Director Dr. P. Ratna Prasad stated 

that the programme was organized to educate farmers about the harmful effects of 

Parthenium weed on human health, crops, agricultural land, and the environment. 

College of Agriculture Head Dr. Bakakrishna explained that Parthenium weed spreads 

rapidly and competes with crops for essential resources, thereby affecting crop 

growth and productivity. He further stated that the weed can adversely affect 

natural plant diversity in agricultural areas. Prolonged or direct contact with 

Parthenium may cause skin irritation, itching, and allergic reactions in some 

individuals, while its pollen may trigger respiratory allergies. 

            Farmers were advised to avoid direct contact with Parthenium plants 

and to follow appropriate protective measures while removing or managing the 

weed. University Dean of Student Affairs Dr. KRS. Prasad emphasized the importance 

of controlling the spread of Parthenium at an early stage in crop fields, vacant areas, 

and along roadsides. He advised farmers to follow appropriate weed-management 

practices based on the recommendations of the local Agriculture Department. 

          NSS Programme Coordinator Dr. P. Srikanth Reddy stated that effective 

management of Parthenium weed can help protect crops while also contributing to 

the health and well-being of farmers and the conservation of the environment. The 

faculty members encouraged farmers to adopt safe and suitable methods for 

controlling the weed and to remain vigilant against its spread. 



NSS Field Coordinator Mr. P. Suresh coordinated the programme and played a key 

role in its successful organization. 

            The University Vice-Chancellor Dr. G. Parthasarathi Varma, Pro Vice-

Chancellors Dr. N. Venkatram and Dr. K. Rajashekhara Rao, Registrar Dr. I. Pavan 

Kumar, Principal Dr. T. K. Ramakrishna Rao, Advisor Dr. Habibulla Khan, Associate 

Dean Dr. Shantisri, NSS Programme Officer Dr. Pradeep, and other university officials 

appreciated the NSS volunteers and organizers for their active participation and 

successful conduct of the awareness programme. 

Outcome: 
               The programme successfully increased farmers’ awareness about the 

harmful effects of Parthenium weed on crops, human health, and the environment. 

Farmers gained knowledge about safe handling, removal, and appropriate weed-

management practices to control its spread. The awareness encouraged them to 

take preventive measures to protect agricultural productivity and reduce health risks. 

Overall, the programme promoted safer farming practices, healthier agricultural 

surroundings, and greater environmental responsibility among farmers. 

Impact on Society: 

       The programme had a positive impact on society by creating 

awareness among farmers about the harmful effects of Parthenium weed on human 

health, crops, and the environment. It encouraged farmers to adopt safe weed-

management practices and take preventive measures to control its spread. Effective 

management of Parthenium can help protect agricultural productivity, reduce health 

risks, and support local biodiversity. Overall, the programme contributed to 

promoting healthier farming communities and greater environmental awareness. 

Details of the Event: 

Name of the Event : Awareness on Parthenium Weed among Farmers 

Place of the Event : Gundimeda 

Date of the event : 22-08-2026 

No. of Hours  : 10:00 am to 01:00 pm 

No. of Participants :  Students: 92, Faculty: 6 

No. of Beneficiary’s : 1973 
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